
Spiritual Abuse Symptoms

● Issues of neglect such as not being fed properly or being 'fasted', not being clothed, washed
properly etc. but left to fend for themselves especially compared to the other children in the
household;

● A child's body showing signs or marks, such as bruises or burns, from physical abuse;
● A child becoming noticeably confused, withdrawn, disorientated or isolated and appearing

alone amongst other children;
● A child's personal care deteriorating, for example through a loss of weight, being hungry,

turning up to school without food or food money or being unkempt with dirty clothes and
even faeces smeared on to them;

● Often the carer is not the natural parent and the family structure can be complex;
● The child is seen as the scapegoat for a change in family circumstances for the worse;
● In a group of children it may be the child who is relatively powerless vis-a-vis the

parents/carers, maybe a child with no essential role in the family;
● The child is seen as someone who violates the family norms by being physically different,

perhaps because of illness, disability or, in some cases, a suspicion by the father of adultery
by the mother.

● It may also be directly evident that the child's parent does not show concern for or a close
bond with them;

● A child's attendance at school becoming irregular, or being taken out of school all together
without another school place having been organised;

● A child reporting that they are or have been accused of being evil, and / or that they are
having the devil beaten out of them.
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